
Completing a vision 
 

 
Voters to decide whether to fund last segment of Still 

River Greenway at June 24th referendum 
By Nanci G. Hutson 

   BROOKFIELD — Parks and Recreation Director Dennis DiPinto parks his town truck on the side of Route 7 on the 
southern fringe of the Four Corners business district.    He walks a few feet into the nearby brush, climbs over a barbed-wire 
fence and hikes up a hill that overlooks a forested oasis on the banks of the north-flowing Still River.  Quickly, the sounds 
of car traffic fade into the background, replaced by the chirping of birds, the flutter of leaves and the gurgle of water below, 
nature’s lush beauty offering a respite from the daily suburban hustle and bustle. 
   

 Soon, DiPinto hopes, everyone in this community, as well as visitors from near and far, will be able to experience this 
tucked-away sanctuary without climbing over barbed wire.    He doesn’t want people to have to lace up hiking books to trek 
beneath graffiti-covered underpasses to catch a glimpse of the serenity he has come to know well in the past 15 years. 
   The Still River Greenway, a project officially envisioned since 2000, but considered in the late 1960s, is now close to 
becoming a physical and financial reality.  On June 24, town residents will be asked to cover $481,400 — the final 20 
percent match of a $2.4 million federal grant — to finish construction of a bit less than two miles of the 10-foot-wide 
asphalt path. When completed, it will be a level, gently curving accessible stretch wide enough to accommodate bikers, 
joggers, walkers, strollers and wheelchairs. 
   The southern loop borders the Still River beneath the Super 7 highway and crosses Arthur Harris Linear Park near Route 
133. The northern section will extend into the Four Corners business district, about 1,200 feet south of Route 25 and 
Federal Road. 
   Three years ago, the first phase of construction, or one-eighth of a mile of the path   — some on the southern loop and 
some headed north — was completed. The money for that portion dates to 2003, when taxpayers voted to approve 
$110,000 as a 20 percent match of a then-$440,000 federal grant. 
   Through DiPinto and the Recreation Enhancement Council’s dogged persistence, and the political will of several town 
administrations, the greenway has remained a top community priority despite money-related bureaucratic delays and 
demanding federal design and permitting requirements, including two environmental studies. 
   In 1999-2000, DiPinto said, a town survey revealed residents’ top priority for a community amenity was a walking path, or 
greenway — “even if it meant higher taxes.” 
   A task force was assigned to decide how to get it done, and the Housatonic Valley Council of Elected Officials ranked the 
Still River Greenway project as its top regional priority when seeking a competitive federal grant. 
   The successful awarding of $440,000, with the town’s $110,000 match, was believed at the time to be enough to cover 
the full cost. 
   Time, escalating construction costs, and federal engineering requirements that include erecting a 170-foot prefabricated 
steel bridge across the Still River near Silvermine Road and construction of other pier-supported boardwalks to span 
environmentally sensitive areas, pushed the price tag higher, DiPinto and other town officials said. 
   “Many, many times I feared it wouldn’t happen, especially as the price kept going up,” DiPinto said candidly. “Without the 
grants, this would have been dead in the water.” 
   But town leaders refused to back away from the project, which kept it active so the town remained eligible for more 
federal money to complete the project, he said. 
   In May, DiPinto reported the plan ready to go. “The time is right,” he said. “I don’t see another time when we’ll have the 
funds to secure this project.” 



   Community Development Director Katherine Daniel praises DiPinto for not letting the greenway be forgotten. 
   “This really moves forward the trail that links Danbury to New Milford along the Still River,” Daniel said.    “Within 
Brookfield, it will be a great connection between activities that go on at Town Hall and the Four Corners. People can finish 
their soccer game, hop on their bikes and go up to the Four Corners for some fun in the evening,” she said. 
   The greenway project has suffered its share of bureaucratic snags, Daniel admits, “but we’re now all permitted and ready 
to bid the project. We just need the money.” 
   “I’ve been for the project since the beginning,” First Selectman Bill Tinsley said.    Although Tinsley said he hesitates to 
predict the outcome of any referendum, he said he has high hopes it will pass so work can begin. 
   The project is expected to take about a year to complete.    “It’s just a treasure to the town,” Tinsley said. 
   From Town Hall and the new Kid’s Kingdom playground, the Still River Green-way is just a short downhill walk. A few feet 
beyond the entrance is a picnic table, a perfect spot to eat and maybe take a quick stroll to clear the mental cobwebs, 
Tinsley said.   An old gazebo in need of repair sits just off the path, and Tinsley said he can envision once the greenway is 
finished that volunteers might fix it up. 
   The Still River is popular with kayakers, and the green-way will make it easier for river maintenance, he said. 
   “It’s neat down in there,” Tinsley said about the trail’s shady spaces.   Tinsley’s predecessor and minority selectman Bill 
Davidson said this is a politically neutral project he hopes residents endorse wholeheartedly. 
   “This will be a safe, bucolic, non-hilly, wide, well-engineered pathway that is not just for bikers, not just for Rollerbladers, 
not just for runners and not just for walkers,” said Davidson, an avid bicyclist. “It’s for everybody who wants to move along 
the Earth without using gasoline.” 
   In the words of Davidson’s 11-year-old granddaughter, Sara, “Grandpa, it’s nature.” 

About the referendum 
 On June 24, Brookfield voters will decide whether to bond $481,400 for the Still River Greenway, as well as about $1 
million for other town repairs. 
Taxpayers can vote from 6 a.m. to 8 p.m. at the town’s two polling places: Brookfield High and Huckleberry Hill 
Elementary schools. 
Absentee ballots are available in the Town Clerk’s Office through June 23. 
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   The existing dirt and wood-chip path of the 
southern section of the Still River Greenway in 
Brookfield is expected to be paved during phase 
two of the greenway project. The path crosses 
under Route 7, ending in a small loop. 
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The Still River runs under the Silvermine Road overpass in 

Brookfield. Phase Two of the Still River Greenway will go under 

the overpass and cross the river just north of it, ending at the 

Four Corners. The view is north from the Silvermine Road 

overpass. 


